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Landscape designers Martha Balker and Miguel Pons agree: these
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“Looks are as important as comfort,” Baker says. It used to be one or the other;
now you can get both in the same bench.”

us garden benches

outdoor perches are as easy on the eyes as they are on the seat!
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I. Cloisters Bench by Gaze Burvill from DelGreco & Co.

“1 love this,” Pons says. “I’s very comfortable and it’s a focal
oint; plus, it would fit any setidng, from rustic 10 very formal.
like the oalk, but it would be fabulous painted white™ Adds

Baker, “I'love the curve of the hack. This could easily accommo-

date three people.” Length: 65" depth: 20%"; height: 31"; scat height

17", weight: 100 |bs.; material: oak; delivery: 8 weeks; price: $4,000

3. Conservatory Sofa by Sutherland [Sven though it’s also
offered with seat and back cushions, the experts think this bench
looks better undressed. “It’s so grapiai&looking,” Baker notes.
“You can really slouch and relax in this.” Pons agrees: “This is
extremely comfortable—just look at the roundness of the slats
and the way it’s finished. And its a very good size.” Length: 72";
depth: 35"; beight: 36"; seat height: 12"; weighe: 110 Ibs.; material: hand-
carved teak (available with cushions); delivery: 4-6 wooks; price: $3,625

]

4. Withers Bench by McKinnon and Harris from DelGreco
& Co. “This is made so beautifully,” Baker says. “It’s airplane-
grade aluminum and very aerodynamic. Furniture that looks

ood in a modern garden is harc? to find, but this bench would
it.” Adds Pons: “["love the lines. The minimalist style would look
perfect in a more architectural setting, like a Japanese garden.”

Length: 75%; depth: 17" height: 39%; seat height: 17"; weight: 85 lbs.; material:

brushed wrought-aluminum with elear, powder-coated finish; delivery: 6-8
weeks; price: $4,750

2. Faux Bois Bench from Mecox Gardens Both designers {ell
haxd for this sculptural concrete bench. “It reminds me of
Gaudi,” says Baker, “or Hector Guimard, who designed the Art
Nouveau Paris Métro station signs. It would be beautiful against
a grayish-white gravel pathway, for a tone-on-tone look.” Adds
Pons, “Tt would also look great on a minimal urban terrace, in
an earth tone like adobe.” Length: 70"; depth: 27"; height: 35"; seat
height: 194"; weight: 175 lhs,; material: whitewashed concrete with steel-bar
reinforcing; delivery: & weeks; priee: $3,950 ;

the top 'U:h

“People want their porches, terraces, and pocl areas to look like
outdoor living rooms—which is really what they are," Baker says.
Accordingly, many benches are like sofas, only firmer Here's what
to remember when selecting one for your alfresco den.
_ Most garden benches are designed to look even more beautiful
once they've become weathered. If you'd rather your teak furniture
didn't fade to gray, remember to oil it regularly per the manufac-
turer’s instructions.

' Benches made of willow, coated with paint, or stained are

5. Montgomery Place Bench from Munder-Skiles “Very for-
mal and serious,” says Pons. “It really requives a traditional set-
ting. The seat makes you sit up straight, hut it’s a great look.”
Baﬁer adds, “This has the formality of Hepplewhite furniture. 1'd
put it in an allée or garden—but it 'would look just as handsome
in the front hall. I'd paint it white or dark green, though, to play
up the decorative defail.” Length: 66"; depth: 204"; height: 33"; scat
height: 17"; weight: 60 Ihs.; material mahogany; delivery: immediate or up o
12 weeks; price: $4,100

All measurements, delivery times, and

[



6. Willow Love Seat from Mecox Gardens The fairy-iale
charm of still-green willow hranches was nol lost on our experts,
“This is very fanky,” Pons says. “IL helongs in a woodsy, rustic
garden.” Baker ealls it “a real artisan’s piece, with the unpreten-
tious feel of a do-it-yoursell project. But if you want o retain

its original color, it should be moved to a protected spot during
bad weather.” Length: 71"; depth: 35°; height: 33"; scat height: 18";
weight: 100 lbs.; material: willow and poplar; delivery: 8 weeks; price: $995

ow they rate

obviously more susceptible to the elements. Prolong their prime
by placing them in a semiexposed spot, such as a porch, or covering
them with a weatherproof tarp when they're not in use,

Some benches cry out for cushions, while others are plenty comfy
without, Whether your settee comes with cushions made of fade-
resistant indoor-outdoor polyester fabric or you add your own, store
pillows indoors or in a rainproof storage bin.

Don't be afraid to think big—this is about furnishing the great
outdoors, after all. “You can't go wrong in overscaling,” Baker says.

9. Regent Settee by Williams-Sonoma “This is certainly a
classic style in outdcor [urnituve,” Baker says, “yet its horizongal
slats give it a modern air. IU’s good-looking, and the finish of the
wood is very pleasing and worth preserving.” Pons says: “Make
sure you keep it oiled (o prevent the wood From turning gray.”

Length: 66", depth: 30°; height: 37%; seat height: 16"; weight: 142 Ibs.; material;

teal with weather-resistant cushion; delivery: 4 weeks; price: $1,935

prices are approximate, Sec Resources.

7.Virginia Bench by Treillage “With this bench, you'd need 1o
Y
have a huge space hecause the scale is so large,” Pons ohserves.
2% 5] S
Baker concurs: “I( has a whimsical Alice in Wonderland quality.
" ) |
[he hack mimies the railings of a porch, so it’d be perfect on one.
[t’s also coal {or outdoor dining, at a long table with one of these
) &
on cither side.” Length: 82"; depth: 19 hcig?l(.: 45"; seal height: 16%";
weight: 75 1hs.; material: painted mahogany: delivery: immediate or up to 6
weeks; price: $2,800

8. First Cabin Landscape Bench by Summit from DelGreco
& Co. The strong, solid teak appealed to both our experts,

and Pons thinks it has transition potential: “The design would it
equally well in both traditional and modern scttings,” he says.
“The back has a nice angle,” Baler offers. “The sole drawback is
that it only fits two peop?e. I'd definitely order the longer ver-
sion.” Length: 527; depth: 28"; height: 34"; scal height: 18"; weight: 85 Ibs,;
materiul: 1eak; delivery: 4-0 weelks; price: $3,100

10. Waveney Seat by Barlow Tyrie “This is the sort of classic
bench you see in a park,” Pons says. “But it would look amazing
anywhere—even indoors, placed in an enwy hall or kitchen.”
Adds Baker, “This design lhas been around Torever, and is often
reproduced—with good reason.” Lengeh: 574"; depth: 23" heighi: 35"
seal height: 16"; weight: 41 Ihs.; material: teale; delivery: 7-10 days; price: $919
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Wicker (979 Third Ave., New York, NY 10022,
212-758-0472).

Page 181: Headboard and curtains in Floral
Toile fabric by Colefar and Fowler, 1o the
trade through Coretan & Tout (for showrooms:

212-647-6900).

Inside Oul
Pages 182-83: Interior design by Darid

Easton (212-334-3820). Landseape design by

Nancy Goslee Power (310-264-0200).
Landseape Yighting by Greg Yale Landseape
Hirmination (031-287-2132). Raltan lurni-
fure from the tiscaya Coflection, designed by
David Easton, 10 the trade from Halters Wicker
(979 Third Ave., New York, NY 10022; 212.
TH3-0472).

Pages 184-85: Janet Mavec of J. Maree & Co.
(046 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10021,
212-517-7605). Gazeho designed by Adanuel
Fernandez-Casteleiro of Parsons + Fernandes-
Casteleire (212-431-4310).

Pages 186-87: Architccture and design by
Hermes Mallea, AIA, and Carey C. Maloney of
M (Croup) Ine. (212-874-0773). Landscape
design by Tom Dre Fal of Plant Specialists
{718-392-9404). Crill by Lyna: Crills (Tor
stores: 323-838-1770). Kilim rug, w the trade
lrom Symbourgh Iniermativnal (102 Madison
Ave., New York, NY 10016; 212-686-37506).
Next to fireplace, Athena iron furniture, 10
the trade rom DelCreco & Co. (232 12 50(h
St., Now York, NY 10022; 888-376-7285 or
212-088-5310). On rooltop, Eirusche iron
furniture, to the trade from DelCGreco & Co.
PPages 188-89: Garden and teahouse design
by Pierre Sernet {212-772-0100). Teahouse
built by Kai fte of Ito Associates (212-477-
0188).

The Ten Most Glamorous Garden Benches
Pages 190-93: Martha Baker, landscape
designer (212-517-9060). Migreel Pons of
Miguel Pons Landscape Design (212-255-
6310).

Pages 190-91: Arborvitae (rees, $150 ea.,
and Thermasione pols in (eira-cotla finish,
$150 ca., from Chelsea Carden Center East
(3271 Bowery, New York, NY 10003; 877-840-
0565 or 212-777-4500).

Pages 192-93: 1 Cloisters Bench, $4,000,
other sizes available, by Caze Bureill, 1o the
trade rom DelGreco & Co. (232 E. 59th St
New York, NY 10022; 888-370-7285 or 212-
688-5310). 2 Faux Bois Bench, #FN-1?QT.
002, $3.950, also available in natural Tinish
and other sizes, lrom Mecow Cardens (257
County Rel. 39A, Souwthampten, NY 11968;
031-287-5015). 3 Conservalory Sola, #1100,
$3,025, cushions and custom finishes available,
to the trade from Swuthertand (for showrooms;
BO0-717-TEAK or 214-638-4161). 4 Withers
Benceh, $4,750, other linishes and colors avail-
able, by McKinnon and Haris, 10 the trade
[vom DelGreco & Co. IFor other sources, call
McKinnon and Harris (804-358-2385).

5 Montgomery Place Bench, $4,100, cusiom
sizes, woods, and linishes available, (rom
Muncler-Skiles (799 Madison Ave., New York,
NY 10021; 212-717-0150). 6 Willow Love
Seal, $995, from Mecor Cardens. T Yirginia

Bench, $2,800, custom linishes and colors
available, by Treilfage (418 E:75th S1., New
York, NY 10021; 212-535-2288). 8 First
Cabin Landscape Bench, #FC271, $3,100,
other sizes and finishes available, designed by
Kipp Stewart lov Swnmit Frumitnre, to the
trade from LelGreco & Co. For other sources,
call Stmmit Furniture (831-375-7811).

9 Regent Setiee, $1,935, by Williams-Sonoma
(for catalogue: 800-541-2233). 10 Waveney
Scat, $919, other sizes available, by Barlow
Tyrie {for information: 800-451-7407).

The Lofi Life

Pages 194-97: Inicrior design by Lawra Bokn
of Lanra Hohn Design Associates (212-645-
3636). General coniracting by BohnfFiore,
Inc. {212-929-3610). Upholstery by K. Flam
Associates, nc. (T18-665-3140).

Page 194: Dining table by LSZ Custom
Hoodwork (T18-784-4331). Rock Harbor
paint with River Rock linish, #RR03B, by
falph Lanren Home (lor stores: 212-0+42-
8700).

Page 195: Floors by Fast Side Floor Services
L. (212-996-1800). Sola (lefi) upholsiered in
Tammba labeie, #5905, to the wade from
Donghia (Tor showreoms: 800-DONGHIA or
212-035-3713). Wooden blinds, to the wade
from Nanik (for information: 877-88-NANIK
or B77-880-2045). Photograph by fynn Davis
from Echeynn Houk Callery (745 Fifih Ave.,
New York, NY 10151; 212-750-7070).

Page 196: Kitchen cabinetry by LSZ Custom
Woodiwork (T18-784-4331). In living room,
sola upholstered in lsadora linen fabric,
#8020-08, 1o the vrade lrom Donghia (Tor
showrooms: 800-DONCHIA or 212-935-3713).
Landseape 1, phoio silkscreen on linen, 1991,
by Don Freeman, from Jayne H. Banm, New
Fork (26 Grove 8., New York, NY 10014; 212-
255-9280). Armehairs upholstered in Adamo
Baslkel fabrie, #6070-05, to the trade rom
Glant Textiles Corporation (for showrooms:
200-725-4444).

Page 197: In bathroom, Studio X chair, 10 1he
irade from Donghia (Tor showrooms: 800-
DONGHIA or 212-035-3713). In hedroom,
bed linens and blankel from Nanc) Koltes At
Home (31 Spring S1., New York, NY 10012,
212-219-2271),

Bathing Beauties

Page 199: Elgydium loothbrush, $7.50, from
Ad Hoe Softeares (130 Wooster St., New York,
NY 10012; 888-748-4852 or 212-025-2052).
While resin loothbrush holder, $30, soap
dispenser, 504, tumbler, $35, soap dish,
$40, and teay, $84, by Martha Sied) from
Wateriworks Colleetion {(or information: 800-
890-0757 or 203-546-6000). Verveine linen-
and-room freshencr, $15, by Natwroparhica
(for information or Lo order: 800-669-7018).
Cdié Bastide bath salls and cream, $38 ca.,
trom Haterworks Collection. Beadboard
ceramic lile, #HTATG7, 6"x0", $45.55/sq. (1.,
and Acro nickel lavatory faucel se(, $1,025,
by Hatereorks (Tor information: 800-899-6757
or 203-546-0000). Beadboard panel by New
England Classic (Tor information: 888-880-
0324 or 207-773-6144), Blue lucite hody

brush, $28.50, from Ad Hoe Softieares.
Striped collon beach towel, $40, from
Chambers (to ovder: 800-334-9700),

Page 200: Bronze tissue holder, $100, by
Calein Klein Home (for stores: 800-204-7078
or 212-292-9000). Round horn bowl and
Bath pumice stone, $40 and 510 respectively,
from flatercorks Collection (for information:
800-899-6757 or 203-540-6000}. Bronze
round lidded box, $90, by Calein Klein
Home, Vessels Gonical Bell lavatory sinl,
#K-2200-CYL, of glazed vitreous china, 3430,
by Kohler Co. (Tor information: 800-4-
KOHLER or 920-457-4441). Protein
Concentrate Shampoo, $22.50/16 (1. oz, by
Kiehls (for information: 800-Kiehls-1 or 800-
Kiehls-2). Acorn woven bowl, $10, and pinc
soap dish, 89, fvom ABC Carpet & Home (888
Broadway, New York, NY 10003; 212-473-
3000). Lightweight cement soap dish, $75,
I Calein Klein Home. Teale bath mat with
leather hinding, 19%"x35%", $165, from
Chambers (10 order: §00-334-9790).

Page 201: Sione cup, $40, from ABC Carpet
& Home (888 Broadway, New Yark, NY 10003;
212-473-3000). Toothbrushes, $4.25 ca., by
Acca Kappa (vom Ad Hoce Softicares (130
Wooster St., New York, NY 10012; 888-744-
4852 or 212-925-2652). Garrara Nero
baslcel-weave tile, of marble, $12.90/0%" —s¢.
tile, from Ann Sacks (for information: 800-
278-8453 or 503-281-7751}. For Town faucel
set in nickel silver, Tram the Michael Smith
Collection, to the rade from Katlista (for infor-
mation: 868-4-KALLISTA or 920-457-4441).
Chanel No. 5 After Balh Powder, $48.50, by
Chanel {Tor stores: 800-550-0005). Extendible
nickel shave/make-up mirvor, #68015,
8535, by Czech & Speake (for information:
800-632-4163). Avenue cotton bath towel, in
chomy, $24, by Ralph Lamren Home (for stores:
212-642-8700).

Page 202: Crest Gollection eotlon baih
towel, in simply lilac, $20, by Tommy: Hilfiger
Heme (for information: 800-237-0058). Brass-
and-ceramic hand shower, (tom ceramic
lever wall-meunted bath shower mixer sel,
#IEMO003-AC, to the trade from Lefroy Brooks
{for information: 212-2206-2242). Brass lrain
vack, #HETH4, $600, other finishes available,
from Urban Archaeology- (143 Franklin Si.,
New York, NY 10013; 212-431-4640). Brass
frecstanding shave/malie-up mirror,
#068115, 5430, Iy Czech & Speake (Tor infor-
mation: 800-632-4165). Brass hanging soap
dish, #HBT93, $210, olher finishes available,
lrom Lirban Arehaeology. Sea Marine and
Qzone Carbaline soaps, 38 ca., from Ad Hoc
Softiwares (136 Wooster St., New York, NY
10012; 888-748-4852 or 212-025-2652),
Page 203: Vinyl Inflinity Vessel, $18, by
Karim Rashid lrom Taiem {{or information:
212-925-5506). Gueei Rush body cream,

5 0w, $55, by Cueer (for stores: B00-388-6785
or 212-751-3212). D&G Sun Milk, SPF 8, 5
oz, $235, bv D&C Dolee & Gabbana (for infor-
mation: 212-065-8000). Cirrus widespread
lavatory faucct with sheetllow spoul and
ball handles in polished chrome, #K-7014-
8, $1,717, by Kehfer Co. (Tor information: 800-
4-KOHLER or 920-457-4441). Red acrylic



box, 5180, by Albrizd Design Trom Belredere
(1200-A THowell Mill Rel., Atlant, GA 30318:
404-3532-1942), Polo Beaeh cotion towel, in
lewon, by Ralph Lanren Hooe (lar stores: 212-
O+2-8700).

Eiceiera

Page 220: Palm Tree cotton place mal, 13"
10 815, and 20"—sq. napking $10, from ABC
Cm-pm & Hanme (888 Broadway, New York, NY
10003, 212-473-3000). Damask Border cot-
ton place mai, T+"x19", $5, and 22" —¢.
napkin, $5, by Calein Klein Honie (054
Marlison Ave., New York, NY 10027; 800-294-
7978 or 212-292-9000). Oval Wood Bead
place mat, 13"x20", 505, by The Sak Home
(lor stores: B88-THESAKT), Ochre linen nap-
king 20"sq., 825, by Daisy Hill lvom Barnevs
New York {Tor information: 212-826-8900).
Three Lines embroidery place mai, 16 x
20", and 22— napking $140/se1, by Praless
(829 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10021; 212-
288-2315). Vine Appliqué cotton organdy
place mat, T4"x20", $14, and 20"=sq. coflon
organdy napkin cdged in poplin, $8, hy
Triangle Studio rom Distant Ovigin (133
Mereer St, New York, NY 10012 212-941-
(024). For other sources, call Triangle Staclio
(800-820-4707 ar 4153-820-4700). Bediord
organdy place mal, T4"x20", $12, and
20"=s¢. napkin, $8, designed by Joseph
Abbowd Tor drvon Home Fashions (Tor miores:
212-683-0830). Place mal, 20"x10", 545, and
18" —sr). napling 829, b Muriel Brandoling
lvom Bernevs New York (for information: 212-
820-8900). Hand-painied Bamboo place
mal, 14" x18", 535, by Jane Krolik lo Chatean
X, from Hoagland's of Creenwick (173
Greenwich Ave., Creenwich, CT 00830, 203-
809-2127} and Cellophane Bubble napkin,
21"s¢1., 530, by June Keofik for Chatean A,
from Bergdorf Goodman (for mlormation: 2(2-
872.2527), Feuilles d*Oliviers linen place
mal, 18"x1:3%", and 15%"~sq. napkin,
$110/5et, lrom 13 Porthandt (18 15 691 S,
New York, NY 10021; 212.088-1060).

Addendum

Artwork in the Jabban house {"Summer
Splash,” June/uly) includes work by Jesndoer
Crass, vepresented by Katharing Rich Porlowe
Gallery (212-044-7171): Rabert Dash {031-
BAT-0802); John MaellTiinnie (031-720-5602);
and Jofn Byman (031-283-71473).
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~ LILYPONS _
WATER GARDENS

1-800-723-7667

WWW.LILYPONS.COM

Call For Your FREL
wtalog Today!

g features:

melieling Bent, Curved,
Neo, Bifold & Notched:
-+ Clioi I
& UlraGlas®
» Complementing Aceessonics
& Hardwire _
» Gustom Design Availability

nnovative Leader
of Quality Batl Envlosures

800-348-8080

wwwidiisehqueenine.com

@ 35 Designs in 2x2" lay-in, 2%4’, %8 nail-up
o Steel, White, Brass, Copper, Chrome

o Stainless steel for kitchen backsplashes

o 15 Cornice styles o Pre-cut mifers

o Call for Technical Assistance

o Send $1 for hrochure |8 2 S2 @
g+g aa-abbingdon affiliates inc.
aia

Depl, ED, 2149 Utica Ave., BKlyn., New York 11234
(716) 256-8333 » Fax: (718) 338-2739 * www.abhingdon.com
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